
Principal’s Report   February 7th 2019 

D.C Wrap 
 

What’s on at DCPS 

 

 
 
8th Feb 
Swimming Trials start 
 
12th Feb 
Free Kelly Sports Trial 
 
12th Feb 
Parent Info night 
 
15th Feb 
Inter School Sports 
start 
 
18th Feb 
District Swimming  
 
6th Mar 
Curriculum Day 
 
11th Mar 
Labour Day P.H 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Return Book 
Club  

by Feb 15th  

Diamond Creek Primary School 

17 Clyde Street 

Diamond Creek   3089 

www.diamondcreekps.vic.edu.au 

9438 1108 

diamond.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

I would like to extend a very warm ‘welcome back’ to everyone, including our new Founda-

tion families and our other families new to the various areas throughout the school. I am really 

enjoying the stories the children are sharing with me about their holiday adventures as I catch 

up with them. 

 

All our classes are remarkably settled and the Foundation children have started school like 

they have been here for a long time! I would like to thank all of our parents, and especially our 

Foundation parents for preparing your children so well for their start to the  year.  It has been 

delightful to see the children reigniting friendships and making new ones just in the short time 

they have been back.  

 

The day before the children started back was a full day of learning for our staff as we partici-

pated in a number of courses to upgrade our qualifications in CPR, Asthma, Anaphylaxis and 

Diabetes management. The teachers had also been setting up some very inviting learning 

spaces in the week before school started back.  

 

If you have not visited the classrooms already, you will see just how appealing they are when 

you come up to school for your grade information session next Tuesday evening (February 

12th). These information sessions are a quick 30 minutes and will be held in the classroom. They 

will provide you with all the expectations and information you need to know about your child’s 

grade this year. It is important that we see ALL families represented in each grade, as you will 

learn about the essentials for your child/ren.  

 

Foundation session  6.00-6.30 

Year 1.2 sessions  6.30-7.00 

Year 3 and 3.4 sessions 7.00-7.30 

Year 4.5, and 5.6 sessions 7.30-8.00  

 

 

Children thrive in an environment that is predictable and one that they understand, and whilst 

flexibility and an open mind are essential, they do respond well to boundaries and high expec-

tations as this offers them clarity of purpose and security. The teachers are currently working 

with the children as they clarify our rights and responsibilities as cooperative learners in our 

school community. As they do this they develop common rules for inside and outside the class-

rooms which reflect the whole school rules. We are also exploring our school values which (to 

refresh memories) are respect, cooperation, persistence and striving for excellence. Each 

week we have a whole school focus on one of the values as they relate to our behaviour. 

Over the next few weeks we will be focussing on respect and cooperation.  You may like to 

continue that focus as you chat about school at home.  

 

It’s great to be back for another wonderful year of learning! 

 

Hope Your Day’s a Diamond, 

Helen Micallef 

Principal 

 



 

SCHOOL PROCEDURES FOR THE BUSHFIRE SEASON   

Even though we have just had a small sprinkling of rain, it is SO very dry, so we must remember our School 

Procedures for The Bushfire Season. With some bushfires burning in Victoria at present this is a timely reminder 

for us all. 

 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving 

life. Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code 

Red fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district.   

 

As we are in the beautiful, green, heavily treed, bushy area of Diamond Creek our school (along with all those 

in the area) is identified as a school at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR (Bushfire At-Risk Register) and 

therefore will be closed on days determined by fire authorities to be Code Red. 

 

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days’ notice of a potential Code Red day closure.  A 

Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the 

day before the potential closure.  Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will pro-

vide you with advice before the end of that school day as to whether or not the closure will go ahead. So 

please be diligent with checking your Compass notifications Please ensure that your contact details are al-

ways up-to-date and inform school the moment they may change.  

 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  This is 

to avoid confusion and help families plan alternative care arrangements for their children.  It is important to note 

that: 

 

No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day, as this would place 

them in danger, and they will more than likely be enacting their own fire plans for their own homes and 

families. 

Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days 

School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorol-

ogy district in which the camp is located. 

 

As we live in a bushfire-prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is for 

residents / families to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day. On these days families 

are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should never be left at home or in the 

care of older children.  

 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our preventa-

tive measures and emergency management planning. And this is what parents can do: 

 

Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the 

event that our school is closed.   

Ensure you have your Compass App up and running 

Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers and emails.   

Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, by checking our website and by talking to your child’s teach-

er or any other teacher about our emergency management plans.  

Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a weekend break in the bush or in a coastal area, you 

should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.  

If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.  

You can access more information about school closures on the Department of Education and Training 

website -  http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx  

 

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the 24-hour 

Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667. 

 

As far as other potential emergencies are concerned, our school is well documented in the processes we will 

follow, and does practise, as recommended, the procedures we need to enact in the event of a variety of 

situations that may present. This is of course to ensure as best we can, that all those members of our school 

community at school at the time are as safe as can be.  

 

I would urge you to ensure you have your own emergency plans at home, including your fire plan, to ensure 

your family in the home situation is also as safe as can be. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au


 

 

GETTING OFF TO A GREAT START AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH YEAR AT DIAMOND CREEK PRIMARY  

 

 

Some reminders about how you can support our great routines here at DCPS … 

 

Working with children checks 

Please remember that all parent helpers at school or on any and every, school-related event need a current work-

ing with children check (WWCC). It would be a real shame for you to miss out on being able to help as the process 

for applying for a WWCC is simple and does not cost volunteers anything. If you are experiencing any difficulties 

with the WWCC process please call the school office for advice.  

 

 

School Attendance and Punctuality  

Please ensure your child is at school every day; “every day counts” - We all want our children to have the best edu-

cation possible. It is well recognised that the foundation for a great education begins with children coming to 

school on time, each and every day. The accumulated effect of regularly missing school can have a major impact 

on a child’s future. Please consider this - if your child misses on average one day every two weeks, they will l miss 

four full weeks by the end of the year, and if this continues from Foundation level to grade 6, by the end of their 

seven years of primary schooling, they would have missed about three whole terms of schooling. This is almost a 

year of learning opportunities taken from them! There is no ‘safe’ number of days for which a child could be away 

from school – each day a child misses  unnecessarily, in a sense puts them behind, as they have missed the im-

portant teaching and learning (especially in the vital areas of English and Maths), the interactions and the relation-

ship-building that takes place in their classroom and this and can affect their educational outcomes. Short family 

holidays are also better placed during the school vacation breaks for all the same reasons. And reasons such as a 

‘day off’ because it is the child’s birthday, or a parent’s birthday are not acceptable. 

 

There are of course times where a child is ill. This obviously cannot be helped and in this circumstance, home is the 

best place for them. When a child is ill they are usually very tired, have trouble concentrating and are upset by, 

and suffering their symptoms, and so are better off in bed, away from their classmates so that they cannot pass the 

illness on. This is not the type of absence I am speaking of.  

 

Coming to school every day is imperative, but if there is an extenuating and unavoidable circumstance where your 

child must miss school, there are things we can do together to ensure they don’t fall behind.  Remember, that every 

day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your child’s teacher as early as possible to find out what work 

your child needs to do to keep up. And for any extended break from school, we need to develop an absence 

learning plan with you and ensure your child completes the plan.   

 

It is best to arrive at school five or ten minutes before 9 each morning to ensure your child is not rushed and is well 

prepared for learning. However, no earlier than 8.45 for children here at school without an adult please, as that is 

when the teachers legal Duty of Care commences. “On time is always the best time for school and children need 

to be here each and every day without fail (excluding illness)”.  

 

 

Bikes, Scooters and Skate Boards 

If your child rides a bike or scooter to school they will need to store it on the balcony behind the large gate which 

will then be locked until home time. Skateboards should be checked in with teachers each day, as should the hel-

mets, which are compulsory wearing for all of these. This is the only way we can ensure the safe keeping of these 

items. For everyone’s safety, bikes, scooters and skate boards are not to be ridden within the school grounds, 

please remind your child of this if they use bikes, scooters or skate boards.  

 

Sunsmart Practices 

In line with our school’s policy which follows the Government’s guidelines, term 1 is a sunsmart term. This requires all 

children to have the appropriate school hat (these are UV rated at 50+). This way we know that each child is pro-

tected by hats which meet the Australian standards for sun protection. Other caps and bucket hats are not ac-

ceptable. These school sunmart hats are to be worn during all outside activities from mid-August until the end of 

April each year. School hats are readily available at the school office and are a small price to pay for your child’s 

skin protection and wellbeing. 

 

Unfortunately because sunscreens are all made up of differing ingredients, some children cannot wear certain 

brands; therefore school does not provide children with sunscreen. If families want their child/ren to wear sunscreen 

they should provide their own for their child/ren to apply for themselves, before going out to play. 



 

Uniform 

The school council endorses the school uniform policy. I will share some reminders regarding this based on what I 

have seen this year so far, to eliminate deviations to what is approved uniform: 

Sports skirts are only to be worn on a Physical Education or sport day, no more than this.  

The same applies to sport tops for the older children; these may only be worn on Interschool sport days or on 

special sporting events, not every day of the week.  

With the weather ‘yo-yoing’ as it does sometimes, we do not want to see colored long sleeved tee shirts worn 

under summer dresses. Instead, they should wear the school jacket over the top of their summer dress if 

they are cold or the child should wear school shorts and a school polo top instead.  

Leggins should not be worn under the summer dress or winter pinafore – leggings are not part of our uniform, 

however bike shorts under dresses are certainly acceptable 

Socks should be kept to plain colors and preferably white, black or navy blue if possible.   

 

We have a very smart-looking uniform that is at the same time very practical for active children. The children 

should be in correct school uniform at all times please. Please ensure your child always wears the approved gar-

ments as they will certainly be reminded at school about this requirement and we want one consistent message 

being given to the children about this.   

 

Special Needs 

In order to best provide for your children, if they have any special needs at all, we need to know about them, so 

please communicate all important information to classroom teachers and return all notes promptly. The teachers 

can be found in their classrooms or their offices 10 minutes before and after school each day except when they 

are rostered for duty.  

 

Medical Management Plans 

As in all schools, we have a number of children who have medical conditions. We are mandated by the Govern-

ment to have a ‘medical management plan’ for every child with an ongoing medical condition. These plans must 

be reviewed every year. This includes all children who suffer Asthma (even if it is only infrequent) and Anaphylaxis. If 

we do not have a plan completed and signed off by your child’s GP or specialist, we do not have the correct pro-

cedure that we should follow to ensure their safety and wellbeing. As these plans are mandated, it follows on then, 

that children requiring these plans should not be attending school without them. If your child is Asthmatic they 

should bring their puffer and a spacer to school, as in the case of children with Anaphylaxis who have epiPens pre-

scribed, or any other medications required by your children to keep these serious conditions under control.  

 

Most 2019 medical management plans have been sent in to school and I am grateful to parents for attending to 

these so quickly, but we are still waiting on one or two, and this is a worry. We must have these as soon as possible 

please for your child’s safety. Please send these to school without delay if this relates to your child.  

 

Out of Hours School Care – Camp Australia 

Any parents requiring before or after school care in 2019 are asked to log on to the Camp Australia website via:        

https://www.campaustralia.com.au 

 

Communication 

There are many ways that we communicate here at Diamond Creek Primary School, the major methods include: 

DC Wrap – our whole-school fortnightly newsletter, please watch out for this important information – it will be 

sent out via Compass every second Thursday. 

Learning Area Newsletters – once each term from each grade with information specific to the classrooms  

Compass– please ensure you have downloaded this free App so that you receive all the postings and attach-

ments – for all communication each family must have this app 

Child Survey Sheet – your teachers will send this home (if they have not done so already) for you to complete 

and return to them, so that they know all the important things about your child to ensure they are providing 

they best care and learning opportunities possible. 

School Website – our website holds a great variety of information, including school policies. Our policies are 

regularly updated and are each part of our regular review process. 

 

https://www.campaustralia.com.au


 

 

SOME IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

 

Compass – please remember that Compass is THE method of communication at DCPS. Ensure you have the App 

active and that you check for notifications regularly. You will receive all notices and notifications through compass, 

you will book in for Parent Interviews, you will report your child’s absence on or before the absence date via Com-

pass. You will receive your child’s reports and you will received notifications should they receive first aid on any give 

day. These are just some of the features of Compass – so please ensure you are ‘app-ready’. 
 

New staff – we welcome Victoria Harris and Hayley Elliott to our staff and the school office.  Both ladies work on Mon-

days, Victoria works on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and then Hayley works on Thursdays and Fridays. We also wel-

come Tiffany Dean who is teaching in the grade 1.2 area. Each of these three ladies is settling in very well and enjoy-

ing their time at DCPS. We also welcome Mrs Agius (formerly Ms Carter) back to school after having her three sons 

over the past few years. 
 

Children’s Birthdays – if you would like to send something to school for the children in your child’s class to share on 

their birthday, you are very welcome to. I would ask that you run it by the classroom teacher beforehand and it is 

extremely important that you follow the Education Department’s mandate that we do not provide lollies or choco-

late to the children. 
 

PFT  - the Parents and Friends Team will meet next Monday night at school in the staffroom at 7 pm. It is anticipated 

that last year’s members (all of whom are stepping down due to other commitments) will do small ‘handover’ to the 

new members. New PFT – members wanted and welcomed! 
 

Family Fun night  - February 19th – Mark this date in your diary! We are hosting a little get to know you evening for all 

school families. More information to come. 

 

Child Safe – The Child Safe Standards were introduced a few years ago to keep all children safe. We all have an ob-

ligation to do the best we can to keep children safe from harm and abuse. Victorian organisations that provide ser-

vices or facilities for children (like schools) are required by law to implement the Child Safe Standards to pro-

tect children from harm. All of our Child Safe policies and documents are on the school website to give you a very 

good understanding of what it all means. As part of this initiative, whenever a parent comes in to assist at school in 

any way they need a working with children check and they need to have signed their Child Safe Code of conduct 

at the beginning of each year; without either, unfortunately parents may not assist at school. 

School Council – the first meeting for 2019 will be next Tuesday evening at 8 pm in the staffroom (after the classroom 

information sessions). 

 

 

 

EXTRA PROGRAMS ON OFFER 

 

Junior Rockers Instrumental Music Lessons 

A reminder to all families that 'Junior Rockers' come in to school each Wednesday and Friday to teach music instru-

mental lessons. They are currently offering guitar, keyboard, drums and vocals and are open to requests for other 

instruments too. Please seek information from the Junior Rockers website if you would like to enrol your child for instru 

mental music lessons       www.juniorrockers.com 

Kelly Sports 

Kelly Sports is running a morning sport session before school, starting at 8 am (as last year). These are very enjoyable 

sessions for the children and were well subscribed last year, so if interested in this for your child, please contact Kelly 

Sports (or school reception). 

 

Walking School Bus 

This is a long-time favourite for so many of the Diamond Creek Primary children, run ever so capably for many long 

years now by David Norden, who is actually a past parent and most certainly long-time friend of our school. Walking 

school bus information and consent forms are available from the office.  

 

School Concert 

Yay! It’s a concert year! All children and teachers will be involved in this sensational whole school event in term 3.  

Lots more information will be provided later in the year. 

 

 



St Helena Strings 

Are you or your child interested in learning the violin, viola or ukulele? Enrolments are now open for 2019, for ages 4 and up. Ex-
perienced teacher offering beginner to advanced tuition, ensemble skills development and exam preparation from her local home 
studio. Afternoon, evening and weekend sessions available. Free trial session for all interested students. Contact Erin Dawe on 
0408997830 or at sthelenastrings@gmail.com 

https://sthelenastringshome.wordpress.com/
mailto:sthelenastrings@gmail.com


Positions Vacant  P.F.T. 

We would love to have some new PFT members for 2019. 

Being part of the PFT is a great way to get involved in the 

school and work with other parents in many fun and exciting 

ways. The school relies on the success of the PFT and would 

love for new members to join. Below is a general description 

of what is involved.  

 

Members: 

Share possible ideas for fundraising 

Organise school social events 

Source donations 

Assist when possible (special lunch, Mothers and Fa-

ther’s Day stalls, Cake raffle etc…) this can be one or 

more events 

Attend meetings when possible 

 

The PFT assists the school in social relationships and in fund-

raising so is definitely a valuable group to be involved in. 

 

ICY POLES WILL BE 
SOLD EVERY THURSDAY 

AT LUNCH FOR $1 
 

ONLINE LUNCHES 

This term we are continuing with the online lunch order system for Mondays and Wednesdays. This service is offered 

by the company, ‘Classroom Cuisine’. Please visit their website at www.classroomcuisine.com.au.  The lunches are de-

livered to school, and then we distribute them to the children.  Orders are place independently of our school; we can-

not order for families.  

http://www.classroomcuisine.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

The Diamond Creek Primary School Walking School Bus operates four mornings a week along two different routes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a Walking School Bus you well might ask?  

The concept of the "Bus" is promoting a healthy and environmentally friendly way to travel to school with your friends. We 
all gather at nominated stops and walk instead of driving. Our Walking School Bus Program has been really successful and 
we have over 75% of our students walking regularly to school.  

Popularity 

Our Walking School Bus is so popular that some children have been known to ask to have sleep overs at their friend’s houses 
so that they can walk on the bus! Many children from outside of the nominated routes have asked their parents to leave a 
few minutes earlier and take them to the bus instead of driving straight to school. A large number of our parents also come 
on the bus and leave their car at the beginning of a bus route. 

How it works 

The buses are staffed by trained volunteers with a minimum of two trained adults on each route. We usually have a driver 
and conductor and the odd ticket inspector. The Walking School Bus is professionally run by trained volunteers and is sup-
ported by Nillumbik Community Health Service, Nillumbik Shire Council and Vic Health. The Walking School Bus is an 
attempt at promoting healthy lifestyles in our younger generation by actually beginning the day with a walk to school in-
stead of a drive. There are nominated bus stops and the children are put on the bus by a parent. There is an official adult 
"driver" who walks at the front of the bus and an adult "conductor" who walks at the end of the bus. 

The benefits are numerous: 

* increased fitness 

* less congestion around school with far fewer cars 

* very social - chatting with friends while achieving fitness 

* incidental learning of road rules 

* great fun with your friends - older children help younger ones and encourage them up the hills whilst reminding them to 
be careful near driveways. 

The concept of the Walking School Bus is sponsored by Vic Health, Nillumbik Community 

Health Service and Nillumbik Shire Council. 

TIMETABLE 

MONDAY and THURSDAY 

Meets outside 22 Campbell Street at 8:15am 

TUESDAY and FRIDAY 

Meets Broadgully Road Park at 8:20am  



TERM 1 CAKE RAFFLE 

Once again we will be having the Friday cake Raffle.  

The list for volunteer bakers is up outside the office. 

Raffle Tickets are $1 each and sold weekly. 

If you would like to help out by baking a cake, please 

contact the office. 


